Perhaps the most unusual room was that of Aurum, a new company situated in Newfoundland. The system
consisted of large three-way speakers (see our picture), plus a pair of triple monoblock amplifiers.
That no doubt calls for explanation. The speakers are triamplified. Each monoblock therefore contains three
amplifiers: a solid state amp for the woofer, and a pair of five watt single-ended tube amplifiers for the midrange and
tweeter. That makes much more sense than you might think at first sight. Even in this early form, the Aurum setup
projected the dynamics and the clarity we associate with multiamplification, or more correctly with the absence of
the usual passive crossover. Development is not yet final, and there was a somewhat hard edge to the upper
midrange that will require some tuning. However these people may be on to something. Expected price is expected
to be between C$20K and C$30K, but that of course covers everything but the preamp and source.
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Aurum Acoustics presented a prototype "system" that seemed very close
to completion. Their take on the high end is a combination of dedicated
amplifier and loudspeaker. The separate amplifier includes the crossover for
the speaker, and uses 300B tubes for the midrange and tweeter, and a
solid-state amplifier for the bass. The total package, which may include the
cables, is targeted around $20,000 CN. Keep an eye out and an ear open for
this company.
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An integrated active speaker system featuring outboard mono tube amplifiers, the Aurum Acoustics
Integris (approximately $15,000/pair) was shown in a prototype form that looked rather finished to us.
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